






oe ee 


7 o 2 


PLAIN DEALER. 





Proprium humani ingen, odeffe quos lefertt. Tactrt. 


dn 





Monpay, NovEMBER 3o. 1724. 








- ey AHOMET the IId, That 
pf) victorious Zurhkif> Empetor, 
who took Conf?antinople from 
the Chriftians, had a very 
great Genius for Poetry, and 
was fo warm in its Encour- 
agement, that He is F oss 
potted to have offer'd 
Rewards, for every Fault, 
that coud be pointed our, 
in the Works: of his Court 
Poets, and made Good againft the Arguments, which 
fhou'd be brought, in Favour of the Defendants. 


HEAVEN be prais’d, That His Majefty of 
GREAT BRITAIN has no {uch partial Opinion 
of the Poets, of our Age, and Country! Such a Pro- 
clamation wou'd drain his Exchequer, more effectu- 
ally than a Ten Years War, with the ftrongeft Power 
of Europe ! 





BU T, I believe, we may-live-at-Hafe:The En-. 


a7 


couragement of the. Poet’s Art, inthis prefent -Gene- 
ration, will occafion no Profufenefs, that can be. dan- 
gerous to the’Reyenue. And, as for our Great Men, 


They are Patrons, for the moft Part, as They are. 


Do&tors, and Mafters of Art, rather by Accident, than 
by Purpofe ; and think themfelves under no. Obligati- 
on to pay for Compliments which their. Confcience 
tells them, Tdrey have No Right to. . 


THE Truth is, wha Any T hing, (o Extraordina- 


ry, falls out, as, That A Man of Quality is Witty — 
Himfelf, and an Enconrager of Wit, in Others; The 


Poets are fo Unmerciful, in their Affaults on his Li- 
berality, That’ His Equals, in Dignity, have found 
much Safery and Comfort, in the Fame of Dulinefs. 
‘And there i Sa was a livelier Proof of the Sound- 
nefs of That*Common Maxim, that Honeffy is the 
bef? Policy; than .the Succefs- of the fafhionable Ex- 
pedient, (at once fo frank, and fo ingenious!) of re- 
turning the WDedicator’s. Gilt Book, ‘with this fhorr 
Apology forsnor accepting it ——- AG Lord, gives his 
Service, and Jays, He does not-UNDERSTAND  thefe 


Matters. 


who addrefs’d their Writings to him: He pur the 
Book into one Scale, and dropt Gold into another, 
and, having adjufted the Balance, gave the Meight of 
the Work, asa Gratuity, to the Author.—Tbe wortt 
Effect of this General Rule was, That ic was common 
for the lighte/t Difcourfes to bring with them the -heavi- 
es Bindings. There was nothing, more Subfantial 
than the Covers of this Great Patron’s Books ! 
—But one Poet, above the Reft, had contrivd a 
a pleafanr Scheme, to make rhe moft of his Ingenuity. 
He composd a Copy of Verfes; and,. inttead of 


Writing them, inthe ufual Manner, caus'd them to | 


be Engrav’d on a Block of Marie, thar was large 
enough for a Tomb-fione! — He loaded ‘a Care wich 
his Compliment, and went to waiton the Bafoe wich 
it ; who, having Noticejof his intended Prefenr, ‘ent out 
the Mafter of his Buildings, to examine the Size, and 
Workmanfhip, of the Stone, and pay for it, accord- 
ing to its Value.—The Poet went away very much 
furpriz'd, and diffatisfy’d, and writ his Patron a Com- 
plaint, How contrary to His Greatnefs’s Cuftom, His 


Officers had prefum'd to Treat him: To which the 


Bafba an{wer'd, gravely, That it arofe, fiom a Change, 
in His Manner ;— For, whereas He had, formerly, re- 
warded, by WEIGHT, He fhou'd, hereafter, do it, by 
MEASURE. 


WE have fome, among our Nobility,’ who are 
equally Illuftrious for their Learning, and their Pa- 
tronage of Learning: But They are fo Poetically per- 
fecuted, by the Swarms of Little Creatures, who have 
no End, in Writing, bur the Profit they propofe to 
draw from it, That they meet with daily Provocacions 
to repell the Avarice of Fiatrery, with a Spirit, and 
Sharpnefs, like the Bajfha's, above-mention’d: And, 
This, no Doubr, is one Reafon for the Neglect, 
which Works of Genius often meet with, when ad- 


_drefs'd to Men of Quality. 


_ BUT, if Contempt is dive to the Mercenary, The 
Modeft deferve Encouragement: And They, who are 
truly Generous, fhou'd. never wair, til] Occafion offers 
it felf ; but feek, and make, rhe Opportunity. For, 
as the Sharpnefs of our Sight is beft prov’d by the 
Remotene/s, in which we diftinguifh Objects; fo oar 
Gudgment appears, moft ftrongly, when we difcern 


:' FOR Wat of ‘foas2- fuchadexr’rous Sirokeaf ArtysteMerit, where it ftands ar Diftance, and invite it, to 


The Grandees, of That Yurkifo Emperor’s Court, 
whom I nham’d, at the Head of my Paper, were, often, 
reduc’d to a Nonplus. It was, particularly, the Cafe 
of Ali-Bafha, His Favourite Treafurer. He had learnt 
to Read, and café Accompts ; But Wit being out of bis 
Way, He had one, regular, Method of rewarding All, 


{Price Two Pence.} 


approach us. 


I AM always pleas’d with the Profpect of Any 
Work, from which the Publick may promife Ir- 
felf, either Entertainment, or Inftruétion : And 1 
hope, The Gentleman, who has {ent me the follow- 
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ing Verfes, and Letrer, will have no Reafon to com- ‘ Publick Manner, than! have, yet, allowed my felf 
piain of che Reception, His Defign fhall mect with.  torefolve on. — The Papers, in the Order you will 
‘ fee them, are prepared tor a Hand, too Fu/?, and 
* 100 Powerful, to leave me the leaft Diftruft of being, 
‘ fhortly, lefs oppreffed than I have bcen: Butl judged 
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IG H, oer the Winding of a A cliffy Shoar, 


From whofe worn Steep, the back wing Surges roar : 


Freeman,—Sweet Let ! in quiet Plenty, lives, 
Rich, in the unbought Wealth, which Nature gives. 


Unplanted Groves rife, round his fhelter’d Sear, 
And felf-fown Flowers attratt bis wand:ing Feet 
Lengths of wild Garden bis near Views adcrn ; 
And far-feen Fields wave, with dome/tck Cain. 

The grateful Heras, which bis own Paftures feed, 
Pay their ask d Lives, and in due Tribute, bleed, 
Herc, in l\earn’d Leafure, He relaxes Life, 
*Twixt pratt'ling Children, and a {miling Wife, 
Here, on dependent Want, He fheds his Care ; 
Moves, amid Smiles; and Ail, hehears, is Pray’t. 
The World lies round him, like a Subje& Soil ; 
Stor'd, for bis Service, but beneath his Toil. 


Hence, in a Morning Walk, His piercing Eye 
Shims the green Ocean, to the circling Sky; 
And marks, at Diftance, fome returning Sail, 
Wing'd, by the Courtfhip of a tlact’ring Gale : 
The fearlefs Crew, concluding Danger o’er, 
With glad'ning Shouts, falute the opening Shore : 
Fore-think how, be/?, They may their Gains employ ; 
And antedate thin Scenes of promis’d Foy ! 
Till a near Quickiand checks their fhorten’d Way ; 
And the fank Mafts poine thro’ the rifing Spray ! 


Freeman fiarts, fad! — revolves the changeful Sight ; 
Where Mis'ry can, fo foon, fucceed Delight. 

Then, floakes bis Head, in Pity of their Fate ; 

And, {weetly confcious, hugs His happier State. 


Mr. Prain DsEAcer, 


; T HE Enclofed is one Copy of Verfes, of a great 
: Number, which my Friends have been kind 


‘ enough to favour me with, in Order to furnifh out 


a ColleGion of Mifcellaneous POE AAS : Concerning 
which, you may, poffibly, have mer with a Pro. 


for their being pudblifhed; by Subfeription, in the 
Name of Richard Savage, Son of the late Earl 
Rivers. 


é 
€ pofal in the Hands of fome of your Acquaintance, 
€ 


‘1AM, Sir, That unforrunate Richard Savage ; 
the peculiar Circumftances of whofe uncommon 
Treatment, from a Mother (whofe fine Qualities 
make it impoilible to me not to forgive ber, even, 
while I am mzferable, by Her Means, only) induced 
You, fome Months fince, in your Twenty Eighth 
Paper, to publifh a Few inetfectual Lines, which I 
had written, on Her furprizing Ulage of me : To 
which your Humanity was pleas’d to add certain 
Réflections, in my Favour, which I remember, 
with due Gratimude ; and am encouraged, by That 
Inftance of your Goodnefs, to make the prefent 
Application. 


‘ WHEN jou fhall have fed my Extraordi- 
‘ nary Cafe, and Thofe convincing Original Letters, 
* which I have entrufted with the Gent!eman, who 
* brings you This, [I fhall need fay no more, to fatis- 
* fie You, What Right I have, to complain, in a more 
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my felf obliged to lay them under your Eye, Thar 
you might be fenfible, you faid lefs, of my Wrong., 
and my Suffersngs, than the unhappy Zruch could 
* have jultified. 


‘ 


‘AS to the mentioned Cofefion of POEMS, They 
‘are, fome of ‘em my own: But many more the 
© Works of Eminent Hands, for the moft Part, 
‘never before publifhed. The Subfcrip. 
‘ tion will be Half a Guinea: And, asI can fol- 
© jicite Nothing, with Jmportunity, in which (tho’ 
‘ afmall one) | have a vifibie Znterest, my Subfcribers 
‘ will be only Thoic, who, if They think They {fee 
‘any Thing, in me, or in my Defigen, worth their 
‘ Notice, or Encouragement, can have Generofity 
© enough to fave me the Confufion of applying to them, 
‘ and fend their Names, and the Number of Books 
‘they fubfcribe for, to Buetou's Coffee-Houfe, in 
* Covent.Garden; where Receipts will be given. 





‘ THE Book is now in the Prefs, and will be pub- 
‘ lifhed, as foon as it can be printed offs = If you 
* find, among the Poems, which my Friend has defir'd 
* he ma} fhew you, Whar youthink worthy of your 
* Approbation, In That Cafe, (and in That only) 1 
‘ fhall hope your favourable Interpofition in Behalf of, 


SIR, 
Your moft obliged, humble Servant, 


RICHARD. SAVAGE. 


I HAVE, purpofely, /e/t out much of This inge- 
nious, and unhappy, Gentleman’s Letter, which was 
very new, and furprizing ; and affected me with the 
moft touching Grief. — If I apprehend His Cafe 
clearly (and the Proofs, He fent me, are too Prong, 
to be eafily miftaken) Ic is, in fome Meafure, to be 
confidered, as That of an Injured Nobleman, — But 
of This, the World will judge, for it felf, when the 
Particulars fhali be more publick. — That is His 
own immediate Concern, and will, I {uppofe, be His 
own Care: — Bur His Propofal is What Every Body 
ought to take Part in ; becaufe the Book, in ir felf, 
has a very uncommon Merit: And Both Merit, and 
Id Fortune, join, to recommend the Propofer. 


I THINK it was finely faid, by a Gentleman, 
whofe Writings, and Humanity, were, for many 
Years, the Admiration of the Kingdom, — That it 
ought ro be the Care of All, in whofe Power it lay, to 
lift Mr. SAVAGE above a Senfe of bis MOTHER’s 
Cruelty; becaufe a Mifery, fo undeferved, had intitled 
him to a Right of finding Every Good Aan .His 
FATHER. 


BU T, when, to a ALifery fo undeferved, weadda 
Defign, fo full of Reafon, {It is impoffible, but there 
muft be Many, who will feel* a noble Delight, in 
diftinguifhing their Zeal, for fo modeft a Propofer ; 
and iend their own Names, and Thofe of Otrhers, 
whom they can Influence, as fo many Examples, when 
the Liff comes to be publifh’d, That we have Spirits, 
who can difcover Genius, before it rifes into Noife ; 
and dare promote it, without was¢ing till the Way bas 
been led, by Others. 





Printed for J. Rozerts, in Warwick-Lane. 


Where Letters and Advertifements are taken in. 
And where Compleat Setts may bg had. 


